THE BURLINGTON FREE TRESS:

THURSDAY. SEPTEMBLER 18, 1902,

Y

[ o R R R B ST Bt S
L R I VO U B R T
a4 b
b

i

e En
o achos B

(R

el o

et as

BRET

At ez
St yd-ad

.
e

cmew

Taeee e s

' =5

PROFESSIONAL;
FREN

BY GEORGE E. WALSH

Capandphty 1902, by Fo M. Priclles £ Cn,, Noir

sacd b ds b v TR ARt el i ibh A

SERCEE SN S LRI SUR SLE IR B I B N R

R R P A A O B

b4

o
33

o
o R Da e we e

“ork é .
i v

LR AP i.t.}-;.i‘i,.,_..’

o B WP R O T T T = T TR Y

AARERERCEX,
—=wa MW indispngition of My,
. Vaendddurd was of short
{ daration, but the at.
. taelis  Becatae motres
4 fregquent after my
fiest  vigit o Dy,
L pithved, a1 was
Hy onllod wpon to carry notes

o whivh annongpesd the breaking
ORI
riots aboul his enmpladnt oxe Pt that
! Vo atd Tongald s s
withing to atteml to
He wonld sapond the day
ST I the il op
Lloomile o clone
g his exyes inon mnody, dejocted mans
ner.  He would e o this way for
hotirs swithiont g homitsele, It
heowits aot a=leopy The slizhitest nolse
would arouse e wonld mepely
O]y ) “Whn's the
mutter, Willteem Then without even
waiting for my veply he wonld elose
e iud relapse ot Wls tor-
e laneuid condition,
By s thie | was conslderably at-
L] " l-‘ dlisli

fw Thoere was nnthing

Tl

anth fhmes )

conell sither <o -
I

L FATTR

his Wil nsk,

Wi

Wi B ognove pie s mneh
hini slowly
Thoe drond or tlie
tensitod my foel
fngs for the mou, | had po falth in
ey Sonires, bt boeould offer no gond
CITREES SERTR AN

bt
to reagling

Hive 1o see
! ne

hCT

o myself n
i

s atudr,

great dedal, T took
bowrks whioh 1 found in
Atr, Or 1hesd
were mddiond IEvtdernitly the
fnn g trlend o ke a stady of his
corupluint and higd eoll | tlhe it
B suUbjicr
hundsomely bonnd
but' they
al for my Hmited une
Nevertheless T fregquents
Tl aver thefr
i

LT Milny
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il ises,
el g

erittura the
T hese banks were
anll eoj
wore oo techin
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fonsly  ilnetraton
st
I¥ ol myself
Ieaves  and
giraphs here unil there

One dny 1 was enenged in this 1dle
ampseipent whon I Lappened to npen
the hook ot a chaprer hended, “FPoisons
nna Thelr Adeiinisteation.” 1 hid not
roead hefare 1 sudden|y
elosed the book with o bang, An iden
hod oocurved 1o me that fafrly startled
me. | owns dnstantly positive that |1
Liad mt ta the sicliness of

mding
ning

linlesaly  reading

Hinny T

last n clew

Py master wnd possihly the reéason for |

Dk, Bquires’ mystory,

The docter was slowly polsoning Mr.
Goddard while pretending to belp Lim
to ward off an inherited disense,

Thils woconnted for the pecullar lan-
Jd conditiaon of pyy mustor gt certuin
wvals,  After every dose of the in-

shdionus polspn he was made wenk and
Nistless,  Eooh wttnek I|a-[fn-d to brenk
down his taturnlly ragged coustitue
tion, It was merely a gquestion of time
bifore he wonlil sueenmb to the polson
instegl of to uny myvihileal dlsense,

Confronted by this thought, 1 was
a the Just what to do,
Mz tirse hpulse wug 1o go to my mas
ter and tell Siim my sianicions o he
could be pliced on his guard, but as
my life has never been gulded by fme-
e I osoon distii=2ed this from mind.

Bestidps, 1 hod nothing but my suspl-
10 revenl=nol u favt to
prove ansthing, It was wy daty to
rolleet facts amd then to confront the
doctor with them amd have Witn are
rested, 10 he was deterndned to put
wy magkter out of the war aml guain
thie Lend and fortune of Aiss Stetson,
1 wus coguully 10 thwart
him in Hiatle The stikos
weere Digh for hin, and 1 knew thint e
Wil LTS VRS T, ful b,
bt Wil o danger
from mie T el ths ge ol work-
{1 secretiy and without wiueh fenr of

HneeSain tor

olons singhe

doterin i

liis 15
play i sl

ne lLie SUSeeL

Wit

Uiscovers
A professionnl bnrglar hag o Httle of
the detective in bim, and 1 soon
Tond my=clf endoying the seenr with
a1l e Kocpness of gn experienosd of-
ficer of the lyw 1 Ly i detoes
es hefore. doceed thelr trncks, (TIOTE
il and  fallowaed
up hieehe elewes that they lert ehind in
theit work, but all o the of
orime W, ey, | tornied
rofbpiioy eositin i
Ing » evil genius had
Liven towird the Qestruetion
of one whaom 1 had learned to Ve 1t
Wins no that 1 hnd to
tieht apninst BUvVe miore gest
o iy undertakiug
I lll?‘""‘

it

st ligns

Hterest
Ll
niily L

whinee
ll‘!' ML
it

Wry fuan

ntil this
vred nt my mister bad a
night appoltmnmt with Dy, Squires
nbout k. These appolnts
1] menlar. Sometimes thoey
were enrly in the weok gnd, ngaly, 1
the mlddle or the e, Evidently the
dactor told hit ench time when
BOMme ngnin

Upon vetlection T was satisfied that
there wus a strunge colncidenes he.
tween these woekly night colls o1l my

Onee oW
nes weore |

1o

‘nns!pr'lﬂ periodical attacks of lnnzuor
and sickr ALOSL overs LWe aries
bhe hud met the doetar ut nlght be bud
bLesn in Led o good part of the follow
fug day. This consineed we thut e
poison was adwinlstered ut the doc
tor's otfce aud uot lutrusted to
Lis patient.

This conclusion was reaclhied one day
when 1 edeetesd, 1
Ll beon Wil hing e i case for near
Iv & wook, and everviling seomed 1o
point to fiet that I had made g
WiRta ke ity reasoning. 1 ooald dis
eover nothlug to earraborate Ty suspl
ciong,  On it very doay I Lapd mun
Qe to socu@the mediclues my mans
ter was o the halit of tuking, aud,
carrylig them with we to the ey, |
bad them unulyacd by an expert ebenms
1st,

I wag sa confldent that polson wis
eontnined In some of them that T was
Erently surprlsod annl pertyrbed when
be told we that they were cotpsed
of hnrmless Lerhs wud olls,

"You wean 1o sy there Is no (U ET]
In any of them?' | asked Iy nstoplal-
ent.

“Nane whintever* he repliod

VER

Win

wak consideralily

LIS TE

] I nK

A - Wilag ek,
v toak them to another cligmist and
spent S5 more Just to bave o oorreet
analysie ande. The aonelision
fror this man eonvinceed moe that 1 wis
mista e,

I wathed home, dojocted and baMod,
The doctar w Lo sl fone e, and
e hid seoroild the st vietory,

Nevertheless | was not digeourngod,
I reasoned with that the muny
woilld not adopt ordinaey methods 1o
polson my master, e was too shrewd
for thats  Thou T thought of by peds
mie Injoctions, witdeh nlghbt be admin-
istered while H his office,

It was swhile speodluting npon the
possihle metluls of ziving him plson
that T reachied the conclnsion that my
master's plght visits 1o the doctor's gies
conntel  for It Was at
Phese most fnegs thint thie barm was done,
I would be present at the next mpot-
Ing or 1 woulil fellnguish all ¢laim to
the possesslon of abilities of o eertaln
nrder necessary for suceess in wy lue
of work.

W o

RoMe

mYorNvthing.,

CHATTIER X.
Iy mere
discovered thy seeret
of my master's fotul
Htiess, Tt happened
fn this wise:

e afternoon when

I was free fur u few hours 1 strolled

down the poad toward D Squires

bouse, haldt  geacrally drawing my
footgtens (y that direction, | It
tufit gpouw nn
merely walking along for the ehnngo,

I froquentiy ke (o got off by myvself

and le down in the womls or on the

grecn grass and think. | om a greag
lover of natvure.  The bBirds dnd griss

and towars alwiys appent 1o e,

When alone in the woords, 1 will
wateh the birds by the hour, finding
more enjoypient thoreln than in the
eompany of wan, or an army of bugy
otts will wmuse me for half a day. 1
wonld not st ane of these insects for
anything or permit them to be dis-
turbied in their work. and vot 1 have
riised my hund against my fellow
crentures. partly in sell defonse, it is
e, to wolnd them or to tuke thelr
Hves If uecossiry,

On s poeticular afternoon 1 walloed
down the contitey highway for sone
distunee, and then, attracted by the
golg of mowood thrnsl, T conesalod ny-
sulf in 8 thick clintnp of bshes il
Hstened, The bird covld not see me,
and for a long time 1 lay there with
nmy eyes holf lstening to the
sweet miusic of the dainty singer, |1
do not knew how long 1 remained
thiere entranced Ly this private coneopt,
but suddenly the hivd hushied 15 song
ard flew away,

The mois¢ that bad frighteged hep
ene from the hoofs of twio horses,
wileh were cantering down the eoad
ot a raphl pueee, 1 peerad theoush thie
leaves of the hushes gt the pldoes, and
Imetandy all my gentle thoughts tled,
The spell of the Livd wos no i
upion Al my evil, erufty natire
retirned, The approsching riders wore
Liv. Siuires and Miss Stetson,

Not a dezen poees from we n sl
Eream bubbled ap from an oanders
ground spring, and It wns quite es
tomary for rlders 1o give their Lorscs
f drink at this plave. & wooden trough
oud been sank inte 1lie ground to pe-
selve the water and to form a deinking
voessel for the Lionss

I was

WS

irtlealag I wis

s
LGN

ol

me.

conseguently not  surprleed

| wlien the two drew up thelr horses Just

m Moot of me and led them w the
spring,  The dismonnted and
lield the horses while they drank In
the conling draft.  The two had beep
prgaged in conversatlon, apd 1 jndged
thatt she had Lieen tegiug 1o exteaet bis
peeret from him,

“1I Ao not eousider
keop ¥our wotk
bonve eompleted
Wis saving.

doetive

Neotior to
uutll yon
your discovery,” she
hen all the world will
Kniow it wnd thepe 18 no speelal jnter
Est b i for me,"

Bt 1 honve promised to tell {t to yon
bafore any one else hedrs of 1L the
doctor answerm)

“Tlow  long belors
bosap

Thore was a look of anpovance in his
fico ot o reply.

ANy nuniber
Fon wish,” e answeped,

Waell, thon, 1 wish to hear it now "
she replied gulekly, a bright smile re.
eilonrcing her waopds

“Woman's impatienes' he mnttopoed
“It bas enused Lnlf tle trouble fn the
Wl

“That 18 unkind. 1 don’t llke such
reflections npon 1wy sex."

UNothing personal was intended, Miss
Belle, 1 was merely uttoring my re
lections slogd.*

“Well, pleise don't do s0 any more,”

it an

B0 seUT

ol dday or one

of days beforehand

I The doctor watehed the horses drink.
fug for o few moments and then, ledn-
ing ngainst e saddle of his bluok

| ®teed, he salid;

Cwaorld

Ko,
1

|

aveldent, I '

{

[ him the elear fivlld

"Can you keep the secret if 1 divulge ]

it to yony”
“Can 1Y
is Nfg-essary
“No, prolubly not. But 1T want yony
promise that will never reveal it
o anybod ™ Lo persistod,
ML Loy have i, 1 will never men-
tion it il you give me permission.’
AL vheht, then 1 owill tell yen all,
When I wag o young nun, 1 went to
Indda ns o surmgeon i the Bnglish or
my. Fhere I anet se many lopers that
my nttention enllod paeriealaly
Lo thiks tsirsi At e Illl‘_\ BT T
and alaymed e, Their rotting fingeps
uid toe Joluis, thele rouning sores ol
thelr emavinting Iuniles were so loath
some that I eaold bandly stay in then
[IFesence, but In thme [ got used to
thews, af wo da to evervilineg 1 evey
foutd myself pliying thow und wou
derlug If something couldn’t be done

I don't think that question

Ao

wWils

ease, This was the beginning of a en.
reer that [ have stadiously  pursned
ever sinee. 1 spent all my time In
studying leprosy In 1ta warst forimes,
I dutermined to find some remedy for
It. 1 was limited o funds, but man-
nged to get along by living nenr them,
I eonld not exist In the sime honso
with them. The thought of it nearly
stifled me, Bot 1 conld live near them
and help them and jo time perfect my
dixcovery.

“My =ecret |8 alrondy out, Miss
Belle,” hio added aftor n piose. I am
devoting my time and lite to the dig:
vovery of o positive enre for leprosy,
thnt most deeaded of all diseases thnt
ovor seourged a wicked world. 1 am
on thie rizht track. In fact, T linve |
whout perfected i, so that 1 will be
refidy o announcee the results to the
In n year. There (&8 only one
thing that bothers me, 1 am experl
wienting with this continnally.”

“Lixperimenting with whomn "

The woprds were wo hollow and un-
oatural that T turned my eves from
the doctor's face to that of Miss Stoet-
I war startled at the sight. Her
fabve was Held paler than that of any
A look of horver shone from

COlt s,
lier eyes,

“Whom are yon experimenting with,
Dr. Squires?” she repeated in the same
stronge volee,

“With-—why—my dear Mliss Ielle,
have 1 divoleed any family secret?*
stummercd the dector. =D you not
kiow? 1 thought your fatler knesw
thit you kpew that''—

“That Chavies had leprosy in his sys.
tem thut he was a leper?” ghe sald
slowly,

“Your father knew 1{t: his father
knew {t; Clinyles Knew it when he mot
mwe, 1 understood that both familices
mitde no secret of It among them-
Belves"

“No, 1 nevor know wlint the disense
wig,  Futher pever told me, O, enn
it be possiblod™

Sho swarad g hee saddle, and If the
doctor ind not canghit her she wonld
hiye fallen to the ground. 1 eould
hardly contain myself, The news near-
Iy mude me dosperate. This necounted
for everytling. 1 wns all wrong in my
conelusions, ‘The doctor was, after all,
#okood man hohling the secret of my
mitstor's e in his possession and try-
g hined to help bim,

Yo st lot pie give you some wia-
ter, Miss Bolle the doctor sald ax he
gtendiod her in the gnddle, “Dismonnt
A noment, and let me bathe your fore-
head”

“No, thank yon, doctor. T will he all
right in a moment,  The suddenness of
the naws startled me."

“T Know it, | know it, and 1 was
brute to tell you. 1 should have beren
more thoughtful. 1 shall never forgive
myself, But, Mise Belle, boliove tne, 1
thonzht you koew it all.  He should
have told you.*

“No, oo 1 oam glad he didn't,. 1Tow
eonld 1 have the same to him?
How ean 1 1n the futare?”

Rhe shnddered gnd covered her fave
with her hands

“Dion't go on fo. my dedr Mice Rello®
the doctor sald dn g low, winning volee,
“There is hope for Charles yet, You

hoyy

forget that T am elose upon the groat-
st discovery of the age. I it sue-
reads, Charles will e o new mun, free
reorn all tieint of loprosy,”

“Ft conld not eradieate the
germs of tlie disense froin his bhody:
they misht oot themselyes in
Vi tmit in future gencrations they
el corie napr )t

“We cnn ouly hope for the bhest,” he
replied, “Who ean tell what medjeine
Ky pot pecomplish? It has done won-
ders in the world already, nnd thero
are new worlds that it is eonguering
duy,  We must loak forwnrd
vopetfully for results that it would be
Jirlng 1o prediet now.”

ITis words were Intended to e en- |
sotriging, but she did not ralse her
e Feom the slight shudilering of
bhor delicate body T Knew that shie wag
enlalidnnge. vl
“Do pot yleld to this weakuess, Miss

Yon

sl

pyVeLry

Belle,” he added a moment later. I
tell you I will eure Charles, I ean do
i, and I will do dt. 1f uot " Lis sake,
I will do it for yours,"

A faint smile was wvisihle through
hor tears ag she luoked at Lim and ane
Ewered slowly

“You are gooll, doctor, ta sacritfies go
mmell for either or both of s, Cure
Wi by all means for his sake, not for
wine, I eotdd—no, 1 could never wir-
ry g Towauld e afeald.”

Azuin she covered ber fnee and soh.
b,

“Not if 1 cured him entirely 7' he
nskod inoa volee that had A eurlous
tension to it “Not if 1 assured yon
positively that the discase worlld pevep
show Hself while elthor of you lived

“No, nog I eonld not. 1t would be a
Bl ooorimes And yor T loved him so—
1 loved i, loved hihin!®

There was an awhward silones, The
tears stood in my own eves, lnit those
uf the doctor were dey and exultant.
The confession, I knew, pleased biw.
Theso wards from her lips would glve
He conld honora-
bly try to win her love, With Charles
no longer a possible rival, what wus
there to preveat Bim from winning a
begutiful bhride and a prineely fortune?

A foew pioments later they gathered
up their relns and rode awuy, She waa
pitle and beautiful: he wus strong aud
robust=aud exultant.

f“na\l"T‘I-:It XL

I' Is not often that con-

tHicting emotions tron-

ble me, But on that

dfternoon as 1 walked

barck to Mr, Goddurl's

housel experienced the

strangest contradiction

of feelings. One moment 1 thought 1

would pursue the trugedy no further,

bt decimp himedintely and let my |

master work out his own fate. Afier

all, he was nothing to me, and he prols

alily eared less for me than 1 did for
him.

But the next moment I would have a
revildsion of fecllngs, T would fall to |
pitying and sympathizing with both
my muaster and Miss Stetson, Her |
love for Wi was genuine, and It must
be g terrific hlow to receive sueh intel.
Hzence. Waa she pot to be pitied more |
thun Mr, Goddurd? On the other hund
he wis consclons of the terrible doom
thut awaited him and was buoyed up
only by the thought that possibly Dr.
Bauires ecould cure bim, HBut now he
conkl never guiu his prize.  Would |

| seerets that Lie would not reveal to wn,

"Charles was near her

| ture wonld he very suscoptilile to {1,

[ Toy put it dosen,

thing to repnlr It.

cured?

What wonld be the resnlt? Mr, Gad.
dard would go nway to some foreign
country, and after grieving over him
for a time Miss Stotson wounld yiell
to the itmportunities of Dr, Squires
and marey him, 1 saw the ¢limnx of
the trogedy, which, after all, wonll
prove a tragedy only to my master,
and it made we more talthtul in my de-
votion to the unfortunate man, This
decided mo to stay by him untll the
tie should come when my expectas
tions would be fMttilled, ‘Then 1 would
return to my old wavs, Meanwhile I
wis leading an Lionest lite and making
the money which 1 spent, :

1 had become quite officlent fn my
duties, and was trasted in many wnys
that never foll to the lot of my pred-
fcessor. I owas more than butler—1
WS my master's contldentinl geopatnry
In muny respecte, But there were some

and one was the dread disense which
brought hilm so much enre and sorrow,
After hearing the teath from Dr.

| Bquires® own lips my attention was

drawn more closely to Mr, Goddard's
appearnnee, 1 owatched his languid
manners, his pale face and all the
svmpoma of disense thnt he slinwed
during his pertodical fits of sickuoss.
More than this, [ read up all the me

leal  books abont  leprosy  and  the

witehedl for the signs. To an exeited
fmngination these woere readily visi-
ble,

Ahonut thir time Miss Stetson and
the gloctor took lunch at the lhouse
ogain, md my attentlon wag calledd to
the matter by an ineldent that greatly
AlTected a0l of us, 1 hnd not seen Misd
Btetson sinee that afternoon when 1
wittehed her from my hiding pluee at
the wayside bLrook, She was prloer
than wenal, and her monner wns nery-
ouns and  exelted,  especinlly when

During the progress of the lunceh 1
canght her studying the hands and
foee of her linst an every oceasion
when Lis eyes were turned away trom
her, T conld pot at dest understani
the reason for this gecret serating, but
It suddenly dawned apon me thot £he,
too, had been readine on the =ubject
find was looking for symptoms of the
disip s,

The doctor, ag n=oal, was the lfe of
the party and Kept the conversation
flowing froely from ene to the otlier,
never heing at a loss for words, Nev-
ertheless there was an uneasiness in
hiz manner which seemed very unnnt-
ural. My master alone appenred to be
perfoctiy at his ease and sormal.

Wihen the conversation Ingeed a nin-
ment, he suilidenly rublied the baeck of
ojie of his hands with the palm of the
other and said;

“Dottor, | think I must have run up |
ngninst snme polson ivy or sumne in
the woods, for ' sure that my hands
und fure are poisoned."

“Vory Hkely, very Hkely” the doe-
dr replied quickly, ot with a lit'le
tremor In his volee, “Tlere Is 8 oreit
flenl of it around, and one of your nu-

“My hands and faee iteh terrilly,
and blotehes nre breaking out on wmy
fuee and forehend,” Mr Goddard cons
tinned.

I looked nt Miss Stetson. She was
Etaring nt my master with horror writ-
ten all over her face. The hand that
helid her fork trembled so that she bad

MY mister displayed bls hands and
ndded:

“See these red epots on the hack o1
my bond, Are they uot the result ot
puison?  And over my oyes and fore
head,  They secm to Le breaking out
ull over"™

“Probably, Charles. [ will Investt
ate arfter lunel” the deetor sald Y-
riedly, glancing towurd Miss Stetson.

For the first time Mr, Goddared tarnmd
hix eyes townrd Ler.  Foellng that she
was  attraeting  attention, bher
wirought nerves conld stand the strain
o longer. She had been thinking as
I Lad—that the brown spots were the
first and earliest symptoms of leprosy.
Wa both knew just enough to be car-
ried away by sany symptoms that re-
sembled those which indieate the Les
ginning of the droad (disense,

“Dedle, what is the matter? Are you
ner |

Mr, Goddard had hardly spolken thesa
words before slie dropped her Linnds |
and fainted.  Bhe would have fallen
fo the toor had T not caught her in
time,

They depogited her on A ronech and
rithbed ler hands and molstened hor
brow with water, She slowly recoy- |
ered conselivtisbess, '

"Yon should nat heve mentioned Le
ing poisoned to ber,” the doetor said
admoenlglingly to my muster, “To one
of her sensitive disposition the mere
mention of a thing llke that might
cise ber to faint*

“How enreless and hratal of me”
my maeter said in tones of repentunes,

Then as khe opened her eyes he knelt
down by her side and, drawing one of
buer hands Into his, s2id:

“INd T frighten you? 1 was a brute
to do it. Lonk at me, Belle, and tell
me that you forgive me."

For reply she turned her hend away
from him with & shudder and with-
drew her hand from his clasp.

“What is i, dear?" he continued.
“Iio uot draw away o, Tell me what
It |s that | have done. 1 will do any-
Bpeak, Belle™

“Tenve me, please; leave me," she
gasped. “T'm pervons and  exelted. |
Let me alone for a fow minutes, and
then I'll be better. But | muyst go !
hame.  Doetor, will you help me to get
ol my 1him;a‘:"

“Belle, you're not going to leave me
ke this'" pleaded my master, ap-
proaching her again.

But she moved aside and said In a
wivering volee:

“Let me go now. Chorles,
enn explain some day.
now. Goodhy!"

She did not extend her hand or offor
to take his, but walked quickly out of
the room.

Mr. Goddard stood quite still for
sniie time, puzzled, perplexed, discour-
aged,

Maghe I
I'm not wyself

CHAPTER XII.

N WAS probably as much
troubled as my master
over thie sad state of
affairs. Miss Stetson’s
treatment huwt bim
more than he enrved to
confess. He soomod so

perplexed and worried over the matter

| tively as | entered the room.

| Iy adored her for |,

of telling him the reason for her sud-
den nversion for him.

There was hut little doubit that he
bad notieed her dislike for him, but he |
Wis too proud and sensitive to men-
tion the matter to any one. He was
not n kind to speak of such personnl
questions even to Dr. Squires,  For
severnl days he remalned away from
the SBtetson manslon, sending me over
twilce a day to inquire after Milss Spot-
son's henlth, 1 never saw hier myself
In any of thexe visite exeopt the lust,
Then, instead of sending the messago
down to me by one of the servants, she
enlled me up to her library.

The first thing T noticed about her
Wis a peonllar eareworn, suflvring ex-
pression on her face. Under the durk
eyes and around the Hps there were
dellente lines and tints which rovenled
more than worils. She had snifered
and was doomed to suller more,  Po-
thetle acceptance of her lor was ap-
purent on every lineament of hop faen,
She bad evidently battled snccessfully
with hersef? and had Lecome resigned
to her fare,

The room In which she usghered mo
wig an old fashlioned library where
ber futher, the doctor, had gathered
together many rare books and eurio,
The heavy woodwork, the dark pnper
nnd furnishings of the library east a
Eloomy aspeet aver the sole accupant,
aul her white face glonmed ant of the
darkness like an old fashioned ploture
in a somhber setting. In spite of her
surroundings shie was still beputiful
more beautiful it seemed to me than
when fully exposed to hrond daylight,
Hers was a benuty that did not fade |
in lght or shade,

*You eome from Mr. Goddord with
n message for me? she sald interroga-

“Yes, ma'nm.  He sent to fnquire
after your health," [ replied, bowing
respecttnlly.

“And he trusts yon without a writ-
ten message?" she continued,

“In this matter he does, for he eon.
Bltdered yvon too i1l to wreite, and he did
not wish to put you Lo Any ULDECGS: |
sury trouhle”

“That Is the true reason” she snid
quietly. “He s always very considor-
e to me"”

“He ig to every one,” T added, wish-
Ing to shiow my devaotion to him,

"Yes, yox; be Is kind to all. ITe fs a
good man.

“l1 have never met a hetter, ma'am
It you will permit me to =say it, and
I've seen many kinds of men in the
waorld, He (e always thinking of other
peaple, and If he does wrong 1 helieve
be hius some good reason for it

She looked at me as If she lked to
hear me pratse him, and shen 1 stop-
ped her expression seewsild 1o say, “Go
on, 2o on; I's music to me" Byt 1
knew my position apd would say no
niore.

“18 Mr. Goddard well bimself?"” ghe |

gsked when she found that I was!
uiute, |

“Yes, Exeept for an attack of polson, |
whileh HOW  gone away entrely, |
L Lns bheen very well,” |

Shie turned u shade paler and then
flushed a Lde as she remembered that
I had beon preseut on the day when
slie falnted.

“Oh, yoes; | romenmber he spoke of the
poison the Inst time T saw him,” ghe
Sl o moment, petovering hor pets
til polse, “ilave the spots or eruption
entirely disappearod ™

“Entirely, v um,
slans of any left"

Lir. Bgnires
somet e to enre them,"

I Kuew that she was thinking of thae |
dovtor’'s cure for leprosy and that she |
innginedl he hdd given my nster
sotuethitg which would drive away |
the tirst symptoms of the disesse, ar
least temporvarily, Bt 1 knew |Iiﬂur-b
ently, and 1 eonrted the opporianity to
disibnse laer mind of the mistake,

“"No, wa'am; the doctor did uothing
for my mmaster,” 1 answersd, “1 gave
L something which cured the erup.
tion,"”

“Yon? What did you know about the
matter?"

“Not vory nineh, ma'am, excopt that
I hnd been polsoned onee, and 1 re
memberotdl whoat helped e, 1 azked
Wy mnster to let me got bim a bottle" |

“A bottle of why |

“Witeh  huzel, It was one of my
mother's cures for polson frow Ivy or |
AV TTH

“And that eured him?"

Her face beightened  wonderfully,
Blie bogan to vealize that she hiad been
a vietim of hor imagioation,

“Completely,” 1 ausworoed, |

“Then It was not—nothing more seri- |
ous than ordinary poison,” she added,
with a sigh of relief,

“Nothing, ma'sm." ’

Blie gave expression to her relievedl
focllngs in a short laugh, The sweet

L=

There are no

T supipose gave him

neas of It made me turn my head to |
look ot her. The beautifil faee hl
Eilidenly Lghted up so that It seemoed
nlmost divine in its expression,  Here
I thought, was mrue love, and 1 willing:

she sild after a mo-
ment of silenee, I was thinking of
sotething  else  which smuosod me,
You must take a message 10 your mns-
ter .

She wallied toward the lbrary table
und drew pen and paper from a deaw- |
er.  She hesitated a moment and then
widded;

"No: T won't write, 1T will send a
verbal message by yon, Charles has
trusted you to bring one, and 1 will
return it in the saoe way,"™

"Thank you, mu'am. 1 shall endepy-
or to prove worthy of the trust,"

“Well, tell Mr, Goddard that 1
quite pecovercd and that 1 expect
have him call on me 1oday,  Be sure
to tell him that T must Ees him at
onee, e must give up every other
Clhgigement to coine to e, Now, do
You understond? Can you put it so
he can't suy no?"

“I ean, ma'nwm, and 'l venture to
glve you my word of honor that he
will be here before the sun sets,"

“Gzo, then, and prove your waords"

As T left her presence 1 felt that my
mission had been one of merey that |
morning, for 1 had, appurently uncon-
Bcionsly, been the means of lifting a
burden temporarily from one heavy
heart. 1 kpew also that T ecarried 8
nessinge that would bweing a ray of
sunlight into the life of another.

I might have stretched the impor- |
tanece of this interview to mmy master
or | might have given him the lHteral
truth. | know not which now. How
ever, 1 dellvered the message, 1L wis

Tardon ne,"

am
to ‘

| the

!l!llll for some

comstunces siwilar

The resnlt of their meeting was man-
Ifest at onee,  Both of them appeared
happy and normal ngnin, and the ol
relationship seemed to bha recestale
Hehed, How much Miss Mtstson ex-
pinined to him ahout hor fenrs and
knowledge of his case I nover ltnew,
but for a time at least she was
termidned to put doswn all feellngs of
avoersion for my mnster beenuse of hor
knowledge thut he wpd a  doomed
Ieper. Or perhips— ke another seolf
gierifleing virgin that T bave read
nbont—she had declded to conszecpnte
Her life to him, to Hye by Wit and
finese him through the coming years of
paln ard saffering and mmental ngony
which must ever be the lot of o leper,

-

CHAPTER X111, '

ITAD now been In my

position ahout slix

monthe, The interest

Ing ovonts which 1

haye recorded hind

kept me  from  any

longing to return to

the excitihg experiences of my profes.
slon. Dueing this time 1 had grown
somewhat  stouter, amd  my Nt
nanes had boegun to sssume o Klodly,
bonevolent, well fod appenrance, Nee
cssarily 1 tnd grown a treifle Inzier,
Beveral times T had nlmost declded 1o
return to my old methods of Life, hint
A corfuin Inertin, undoubtedly bred and

o

wurished by my new existenes of oase,
alvways prevented. 1 would keep dis

ferring the thme untll a more couven- |

fent peried

A gotinine fear that 1 woulid lase my
shill throngh lnek of practien ooeaslon-
ally tormented e, bt ench thne 1
put it aside with the thonght that my
profession was no looger an absolutes
necessity, It did not gean bircad and
butter 1o me as it did ot one thoe, 1
wius a full fedged butlor, and 1 epuld
Eoenre g pood recotpmendation from
my master any time I chose to leave,

Warned by my own experioners, 1
never et an opportunity paoss to hvlp
A Young man just starting on the
downward rond to havk to the
main highway, I ortorty el

et

never

nny scribns thowghts of getting hack |

thore myself, but I bate to see others
straying from it,

Nevertheless T now fonnd myself
slowiy drifting back to an honost
This had been acceomplished theongh
T

chigosing of my owin, Clretmst e

Mis

.‘--lil.:“.
I did not muke any resolves to remaln
thus for any length of tiinein fact, |
rather expected that the time wauld bo
brief,

A8 T just roemarked, T nover liked to
e nnothor, espeoinlly 8 young man,
tuking the downwatd rosd, and it was
this strange feoling that gave me a
little seorrs and anxiety in my (dle life
a8 butler for Mr, Gaddard. 1 reallzed
that my master was loading o doihile
Iife; that he was pursiing hit borglaey
tendeneles systemntionlly and thot he
wis committing erimyg even while he
was nuking luve to Misx Stetson, This

fgnin were responsilide for

cirenmstiunes ot fiest puzzied me; then

It svorried and irvitated and finally dis-
gnsted me, I eould not fathom ite
meaning.  § siw oy own erime, 1las
trnted dn him, in s teoe fight, and it
positively mode me ashaneld of my
record, 1 lonzad to spedk of the mot
ter to him, but onr peculine relations

| &lip prevented it

thilzod

tl=ri=e

While 1 with him fop
Tnenrabile which had al-
witys enst n blight ever Lis young 1ife,
I soon legrned to condemn him £
rash folly. No wan of his i
telligenes amd appor! i i in
worlil had any
orime,  In
drive o man
theft and habit
codscienee, bt
Le hedd out for my maostor,

He was either Uad at heart, a erlm-
inal by instinet, or he had a wenk will
that had bLeen  porvertoad Ly otliors
when young and unforousd, In every-
thing e mudel of
sireneth, solf eopupand  and intelll
gonee,  Why glionld bhe be so helpless
in this respoct s

Sinee that first memoralile meaoting
at the depd of plehit in the Stetson
miusion. ue word or ligd - ever
prssed  hotwoen wliich
that we knew anytliing of the other's
criminal tendeneles,  Ont of 2 sense of
honor 1 kept my part of the agrecment,
he femalned un-
communieative about the subloct, Noew.
ertheless T olovged to brenle thie e e
tween If 1 conld unee more meet
lhim when robibing a bhouse, | would
have the liberty amd 1 would
nor audin bind pivseldf (o silvnne

Admirhtion for hix skill for
blim ns a man when not engaeed o Lis
professlionnl work ol a cortiin dis
pust at his decoptive, donble existence
produced  strangely  contlieting  omo
tions fn e, At times T felt that bis
crime should be ntoned for and that If
he shioulil ever attempt to marry Miss
Stetson T owogtld rovenl all T Kuew to
her Gradunally  Lis moral  disense
gecmed more terrible to me thin
physieal. As a leper he was snfforing
for the sins of another, bt ag g criml
nnl he wus pursuing dangers and
pleasures of his own free will which
In thine would entall sufferiig upon
olthers,

A wave of mornl reforim swept ovor
me for o hne wnd possssged me so
compleiely that 1 declded to make
nmendse for my past decds by tryving
to convert my master from Wls evil
ways, If 1 eonuld aecomplish this, 1
#honld feel that my lfe had not been
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Moanwhile T Hved In the fenr that he
wonld he discovered, 1 knew from the
reports that somehody was condueting
# systematio serles of burglaries In the
nelghborhosd, and I did not hositate
to attach the blame to my masjer. De-
tectives  wore constantly  prowling
Around At nlEht to cupture the roh
hors, bt all thelr skill secmed 1o be
witheut avall
the abllity of my master could not be

CHAPTER X1V,

IHHEN T reached the con-
cluglon  that some
thing eught to he
done  to  save AN,
Goddard from  him-
self, 1 begun planning
the hest course to
pursue. Flest 1 would

have to meet hin at night under cir
to our Hrst meet-
Ing, npd then | would have the Hherty

e, )

fndicatm] |

A botter testimony to |

]un untll nearly dayhirenk to son if e
left the house,  For neavly & week |
Followed thig eonprse, wied T eonld sscopnr
|1|mr he had not Fere s bed after il
pizht.

i the seventh nlght he had an
|m:r|-|-|p_-n;|1 to meet Dire Squires ot lie
oillee, nnd, feeling worn ont with my
| Ansuecess il vigils, T oeotlied siarly and
eiloved o sonnd night's stoep

That nfght a bhie eabbory wasg com
Pttt not five alles Fromm the botgse,
Land the followlng morning BT
wos talking abont It, When I Dhesrd
the news, a terrible suspicion  seized)
[ mie, My master swig using Lis allogod
im-lu-;ulluunls with the doctor as #
menns to theow me off thie trank ]
1!|‘i-|| to traen Lbck the duates of the
various robberies, and Timngined thnt

I conld establish a  eolnclilence be.
twoen them nnd Mre. Goddard's visiia
e i

Al that dny my master wos indos
Ient amd worn out, as usaal, a1 in
stuitly atteibmted {4 now o Wi waork
of the proceding nighit and not 1o any
peivon whiclh the doctor was sduliis
Lering o hin.

When this Nght dawned elearly wpon
my wmind, I Enew cxnetly wihint ¢
1 clept sonnfily andd pedoefully doring
the next few nights, bt
duyvs lntep when my inaster ot
thuit he lurd snother appointnient with
. B prepared to spend
night fullowing hitn.

e Jeft thie house gbom
"T'is ma surprise, he dis
linrse, hot walked Ieisyrely
Figed toward the old haoanted
thint the doctor hnd 50 Jone aectipied
I tollowed him pos dise
tanee, Bt he did ot seem neryous op
it all suspielons,  Fle walkod enreloss
Iy along, without onee looking boebind
hlin.

He reached his nhonut
B ll pest S onndd walkedd Thitly apoto
ward the honse and entesed. 1'Lils dld
not astonish me, for 1 supposed that
he peplly did go to the doctor's and
probuably subanitted’ to of
teeatment,  His midnight mncanuding
would Beglnafter He loft to go oo,

I cantlonsly appeoached the
el tried to get a glimpse of the lo-

Snires,

0 U,
alnit ten
LTS A TR |

res | 1 Liix

8 wielivek
Pt toloee hhis
down the
Nsion

nt n pevtful

destinatinn

gome sort

liongsn

toplor, but the Dinds gl elndes wors |

that 1

the

ditawn
of

KO closely filllod (to it
n gilnp=e light I vom
fented myself with exiaining the hapy

Ior

0oyen

elar nlurm, nt
u window swithout giving an alirm.

The minntos pussidd slowly,  Not a
souid or wovement from inside could
Liis Luegu e, Avenstomoed 1o walting in
patienee for a long thne, T did not tingd
my vigil so dithienlt, T entertaingd my-
self I various ways to keop from fall-
A few moments of sleep
C bt spoll everything for me.

It st have been shortly after mhl-
nignt when 1 bheard the front ddoor
croak on its hingns,
Lihilnd some shirnhbeory at the time,
where 1 could eommand a good view
of the entranes to the honse. The door,
I kuew, wns bt no pay of
Hghit steenmed thirbush the I'he
whaole hotigse was, i fact, wrappoed in
durknoss,

[ &aw the shadows of two men on the
front porch, and by thelr geaeral ont
Hiws T knew that one w
and the other Dr. Squires

| Epole Tor some thime,

fug nrles,

apening,

vk,

Noj
Fhen I hosrd
nomntihod volve:
T i I"' r""
miles helow, and yvououghit to reach it
I bl nn one,™

“Yos: FH rench it dn badf an hone”

“You must e for
there are many detevtives srovnd,” the
doctor continted,

I shall be very careful,”

Then go and roturn o8 S as pos
gilyle"

'1"“ \
nivlselosely

nee
the

dwtor say Ina lo

sNOw, Uhinrles, is th

oxirg enntlogs

sppariated,  The ductor stole
back Into the il

my wneter wolkol stenbthily down the
| pravelly dglve rownrd the wali
wny.

Hig monner hod eamplotaly ohangal,
Every movement tnade dudicated
suspicion snd aleptness.  Ile was nuot
nervous, nteeery fuoulty was striined,
e w thee professionul burglar
o the #scent, The slight brpking of a
twiyg or 1l elivking of a0 peblide, 1
Ko, would gronse apd sl bim

prcy to fol-

He would stop and turn upon his

I the nnexpectind wiy

ears nnd oves appeared  glfted

with wonderful powors of seusation 1

had to dnees e Lt woen
ug to avold deteetion,

I mnunged 1o keep him o
falugr a mite, and then he
gave me the slipe In
e manner he
me and Jdisappenred ns oo
I the careh hied swallos ! A
grined at thns Leine theown off e
track, I pat oll ey enereies nt work
reealn te freall Ior twa horirs
wilndered yululy trying
cutoh o glinipse of the man. I beoeame
| #0 reckloss that 1T winild exposd
my pereon to hitg 10 Ir swanld have dis
covorind his swhorenhonts 1o me

Flually 1 gave It disgnst 1
gentil myselt under w0 tees pear the
highway and reflectod,. Cevtnlnly 1
wits hatlis] for the night I wis n
the point of returning home when the
words of Dr Squires recureed to me.
The two wers evidently engdaged 11
the same ceriminal pr oes. and t ,
would probably weet again that oight
womeavhvre

With this thoaucht upperniost o my
mind T cantionsly retraced my steps to
1l hntise Oce 1 thaneht
that 1 hadd discosorcd my master genin
Ly accident, bt
tion I rfonmd thot 1 the v
| pent of fovosting o ditegtive An nr
rost at such a time of the night might
leand te unploasant cogplications, amd
#0 I remalned holf fe
the bushes wutll the man bad disap-
peareid

When I reached the old mansion, ev-
ervthing was as durk and gloomy as
when 1 left it o follow my  master,
There was not the slgn of a living he-
Ing around. 1 cantionsly started to
walk up the gravelly and the
cruncling noise of my boots sounded
eloar and distinet on the night ale, 1
just had thwe to drop down behind
some shrabbery before the froot door
of the honse opened, and the dark
mphimdow of o omnn seemed to #ir out of
it. 1 remained pertectly quist, bot
daring to move or scarcely  hreathe,
Undonttedly the noise muade by my
Bogts hpd attracted the attention of
goiuebodss In the mausion
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o closer abservn
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rive,

| Ahomg bt

S0 f' * 1in ] :
might tind it useful to vnfasten it from |

I was coneedied |

€ my mnster |
|

' taken
S price nsked for the perfect goods,

hour hidden ip |

the poreh remninea go pertectly il
that I half Saueined that It was nn
Hinsgion or the rellection of some Intep-
vening oliject. But my pelley has evoep

bieen to make sure of o thing hefora
tecliding what course to pursae, and =0
I wreopted the benetit of the doubt and
walted pidtien 1y ar twice |

of the tales of gpirits and
Fedoted abiont the olil maasion
b thes walked thirough the
ety rounis wlfter anidnight and macde
froe with all vurthily ooonpnnte, This
did not disturh for 1
Kuoew  tlut spirits
wWiun awake thut
niEht,

1 was getting tired of wiatehing that
Itmovable figure on the poreh, and mye
eyelids were winklig and bllokiog
Epduipaticnlly whet my enrs eaught a
woutiel alivectly back of me. 1 did pot
linre iy hend Inch, bt the
thonght of the Woadthirsty Danes surl
denly made e cold ond olammy., |
fmugined [ detectod the pattey of thely

e

Klhinsts
ol of

e, hawever,
sOnmehnly

wrond

Lieslues

the  honke

Hiiove nn

foot on the drive, and I gripped my ye
volver tightly, determined to muke a
< v etutid for my ks
ment Iater my feelings wora
dubily relleved, The steps up
oikched netrvr and  nearer - solt
Etendthiy, delicatesteps thnt might hava
Biesoti pianiede by v eldld, “Llicn the fign
OF o i looined o wit b Llitoe

£ e and moved swifily toward the

re

Vs

(44
1

In thnt
1zht the features

snentary elinpse 1
mustier. In
hands he eneeiod a olnmes Bgndte
whileh T fallodd 1o minke
Then for the frst time 1he
the porch moveml, The pwa | ne the
Ly of the quickly disnp-
peared fnothe house, the dour ol Eing
noiselesgly belilnd thiem,

I would huye given tineh fust thon
to | had the power penetrite
Lohidnd those wootlen wnlls or th hnva
rivisedd the hades and looked
doector’s offive, where | knew that a
light miust he burning.  Rut L felt that
my quest was ended for the night and
tlint further work wounld he
After waiting around another
Lour T quis stole out of the yard
and hurrisdd home reflect over the
Blrauge ocourrences of the night.
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NOT ALWAYS DAMAGED,
Gonds That Are Known 1Ia
Traude Circles ns “Seconds,”

"It does mot follow,” said the buyer
for aue of the section® of ooe of Wash
ington’a hig department stores, “that
gouds which are known to the public
nnd to the trade, and especially to lady
slioppers, as C‘seconds' are damaged
gnulj'l.

“(ioods of all elasses are known to
the trade under three great subdivi
slons —the absolutely perfect, the
goconds and the short ends—and thelr
Iniportance aud value are regulated ge
cordingly.

‘The manufacturers of goods of all
deseriptions, from a locomotive to a
gpuol of thread, do not try to dispose
of thelr products as perfect nnloss they
really are such, howerer lght the con-
Belencds of somie retull dealers may ba
on this polnt. Woelens aand cottons at
the mills and gonds mnid by the
yurd nod do tires are
carefully tuspected for faws and de-
focis of the minutest deseription. Sueh
as are not up to the stundard of merit
pliced thereon by the houss turning
them out are hild aside by the experis
aud classed as seconds. These are dls
posed of to the trade under this name
and st n greatly reduced price g8 com:
puired with the perfectly mude article.

“Por insthoee, let us take the case of
men's collovs, and especinlly the bigl
turnover collar, After helng Wunderad
they are examined for defects, the
most prominent of which s a slight
break in the linen on top in front whera
tliey button, t mny be scarcely pepr
ceptible, but it is enough to cause it 10
L thrown aside, and the name of the
muker 8 not gtamped thereon, as woald
L the euse If It were perfeet, Very
often one of the buttonholes is slightly
torn or thore I8 a little serateh o the
Huen on the onter e, Some tirms sell
thousands of dozens of these collars o
year ut a very low price, while somae
of the defects are not pereoptible to the
oye the purchaser. who buys the
goods at retall at thao huif the
cost of the perfect article, The same
Is true with bicycle tires, the makers
cutting thelr oares off the rubber.
Diealers are carefil not to hive thels
nuties oun seconds, #s the publie
wuuld judge their perfect articles by
the dnpericel, relyiog upon the natue
of the mauulfacturer to buy a perlect
articie,

“In weaving yirn gonds a broken
thrend or a louse pin or & few drops of
from the will Laif A
dozen oF nmiore imperfect, e
B luble as short ends.  These are ont
ff froon the bolt and sold cheap te
ers who make a specialvy of ban
b goods. Botue mills will have

of the season thousands of
Lhe retail bugers
ure them at low prices,
often supposing thal
‘burgalngs' In the per
feot g iwss than knowo marke
rates,  Usuilly they receive full value
for thelr money

“The to the manufncturers and
the pillls from keconds and short ends
mikes a big bole In the protits at the
end of the season, dnd this loss is
into eoushderation in the whole.
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In gowme mills they bave a systean of
making the operatives pay for any dif-
fevence In the dumaged goods where
the loss may be rraced to thelr per-
gonnl fauit aod not that of the ma-
clilne, This system makes the opern.
tives very cureful, as it materially afe
focts their wages, If A manufacturer
attempted to put on the market sec-
onds tur perfect goods, the retail deal
ers would not buy from him, and the
publie would Wkewise withdraw its
patronage.”"—=Washington Btar,
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